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Abstract Preschool education is the very important for children's development. It is likely agreed that parents play
a vital role in success of preschool education. Parents’ perceptions towards early childhood education are very useful
for an effective, innovative and successful program. However, a very little is known about Rwanda. This study aims
to fill this gap by investigating parents’ opinions on importance of preschool education. The semi structured
interview was used to collect data both in Kigali city (to capture urban situation) and in eastern province
(representing rural situation) while a qualitative approach was employed to provide extensively a deeper
understanding of the respondents. Results show that 78% of all interviewees in rural area were not aware of
preschool importance while in urban area parents were much concerned about their kids future. In Urban 95% of all
respondents agree that preschool is very necessary. For a deeper understanding, the parents perceptions influencing
factors were discussed. A strong association between perceptions level and parents socioeconomic status, education
background, living area (rural/urban) was found. The study recommended awareness campaigns for parents around
the country to the importance of preschool education.
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1. Introduction
Early childhood Education is the period in which
personality is formed, as well as social skills, patterns of
thinking, moral values, and the ability to cooperate
with others and natural surroundings. Preschool school
education at early childhood has attract attention globally
[1]. According to the report by [1] UNESCO stated that
educating for sustainability should begin very early in life.
It is in the early childhood period that children develop
their basic values, attitudes, skills, behaviours, and habits,
which may be long-lasting. Studies have shown that racial
stereotypes are learned early and that young children are
able to pick up cultural messages about wealth and
inequality.
Similarly, Early Childhood Education is about placing a
sound intellectual, emotional, psychological, social and
physical basis of development and lifelong learning; it has
enormous potential in fostering values, attitudes, skills,
and behaviors that support sustainable development. At no
other age has the child a greater need of an intelligent help,
and any obstacle that hinders his creative work will
decline the chance he has of achieving perfection. [2]
argues that the early years is a remarkable period of
growth and development in the lives of children. The

researcher confirmed that the children initially deserve a
good start in life. Their home experiences with the
neighborhood and issue related to child care in their early
educational practices such as in preschool that has an
effect on how successfully they will enhance in life later
on. For example, in case of those children that might have
warm and sensitive care they might grow up in trust, and
they likely eager and get along with other children as
well [3]. To establish a foundation for well being then
the early years of children are regarded as years of
extreme vulnerability and essential potentials, during
which protection care are provided [4].
In the research by [5] revealed that parents believe that
preschool contributes to a child social and emotional
development. Children need to grow up with the capacity
for love, joy, fulfillment, responsibility, and self-control
and again they believe that there are benefits of preschool
such as academic reading skills including listening to
reading, knowing how to write and identifying letters and
small words. Early childhood is the most important period
in the development of an individual. It is a period when
there is a rapid development of intelligence, personality,
and social behaviour [6]. Moreover, the skills obtained
from preschool attendance include pre-reading strategies,
such as oral language and phonological awareness, and
pre-writing skills. These skills and practice of them
increased the possibility for students to have successful
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reading experiences in school [7]. Generally, it is
important to point out that the government together with
stakeholders are doing their best to develop education
sector but preschool education in Rwanda still has a long
journey to go. Apart from low infrastructures, deficit of
qualified teachers, insufficient materials needed, some
parents in rural area don’t understand very well the
importance of preschools. Moreover, preschool should use
its opportunity to apply pedagogical and educational
programs that will suit the needs of a society in change.
Encouraging the interaction with the community and
natural surroundings will equip the adults of the future
with the ability to handle challenges while sustaining an
approach which includes open dialogue and respect.
Therefore, the parents’ perceptions to provide the best
care to their children needs to be improved through a
holistic and integrated approach to support the children,
particularly those from poor and vulnerable families.

1.1. Statement of the Problem
Preschool education in Rwanda is growing but it still
has a long journey to go. Preschool education in Rwanda
is not compulsory and it is not fee-free tuition. Parents’
perceptions guide their decisions to take their children to
school. Nowadays, setting an eye around the country
are still the kids walking around the street instead of
going to school. It argued that if the family is the
mother of the social group, then the school is the
godmother of social development: parents, students, and
teachers form an inevitable triangle of educational
development [8]. This study reflects to the fact that the
parents might be the reason because they are the ones who
are in charge of their children enrolment to preschool
education, and this made the researcher wonder if the
parents are aware of the importance of preschool
education in Rwanda.
The report by Ministry of Education 2014 revealed the
number of children who attended preschool dropped from
150,000 in 2009 to 142,471 in 2013. Public schools
accounted for only 363 pupils enrolled in 2013 from 874
pupils in 2009. Most schools scored poorly in terms of
resources such as suitable games and learning materials
for pupils.
The report by Save the Children in 2015 found that
general funding to education has reduced from 21% in
2006 to 12.3% in the year (2015-2016) [9].
According to the 2016 edition of the Ministry’s
Education Statistical yearbook, The Pre-primary Net
Enrolment Rate increased from 12.7% in 2012 to 17.5% in
2016 leading to an increase of 4.8%. Despite a continuous
increase over the years, the 2015/20165 ESSP target of
25% was not realized in 2016. It has been found only
17.5% of the population in the age of Pre-primary are
attending pre-primary schools. Therefore calls for more
effort to attain the 2017/2018 ESSP target of 28% [10].
UNICEF Rwanda which has the aim of improving all
children’s well being, with a particular focus on children
aged 0 to 6 years old, in its annual reported 2017 Early
Childhood Development had large inequalities which were
described by the statistics whereby only two percents of
the poorest children access ECD services compared to 40
percent of the richest [11].

2. Assumptions of the Study
This study assumed that people believe that parents do
not enrol their children in pre-school because of lack of
awareness or ignorance is not valid since parents may
have other reasons, so it is important to educate the people
on the importance of Preschool education. It assumed that
parents play a big role in the development of a child either
psychologically or mentally from birth to adult, parents’
perceptions can affect children’s education directly or
indirectly. Parents’ perceptions can change the education
sector.

3. Parents’ Perceptions of Preschool
Education
Rwanda as a developing country, poverty has been the
excuses to parents to the delay of taking kids to school, on
the other hand as it is revealed that levels of poverty did
not predict the quality of programs; rather, a teamwork
approach and school leadership support did [12]. It has
been noted that Parental beliefs and expectations toward
education also influence the type of home environment
that they provide for their children which may influence
their motivation and literacy skills. Besides, the research
by [13] revealed that busy professional parents value
schooling but are sometimes so absorbed by their careers
and personal interests that they are disengaged from close
involvement in their children’s lives.
To compensate, they take their children in the best
schools, thus entrusting their children to what they see as
competent, hired professionals. They do the same in other
aspects of their children’s lives, providing experiences for
their children through program and services they employ.
These talented, well-connected parents possess financial
resources, education, social contacts, and professional
skills. They must be re-engaged with their children by
means that are nearly spiritual. A study conducted by [14]
found that parents’ beliefs and expectations of their
children’s academic achievement were related to the level
of education parents had achieved, as well as socio-economic
factors. On the other hand socio demographic factors have
been found to be associated with perceptions, expectations
and satisfaction [15]. It is critical that researchers examine
the parental perception of satisfaction and dissatisfaction
of Early Childhood programs.
The good communication between parents and the
school should be appreciated or supported by the
educational stakeholders in early childhood education.
Many parents have got different perceptions of pre-school
education in rural and urban areas on the provision of
education to young children. The research written by [16]
shows that Parents from urban areas pay more attention to
the knowledge scope learned in kindergartens than rural
areas but in rural areas, most of the parents choose to give
more time for children to play instead of learning
knowledge. Therefore, preschool education plays significant
role as it helps children in successful completion of
primary education. It provides the foundation for all-around
development and enables the child to understand various
issues [17]. Children at this stage need to be encouraged to
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develop positive attitude through child to nature and the
child to child interaction education is to be designed
carefully to provide wholesome growth and development
of children. Parents play an important role in the early
childhood care and education. Parent involvement is
linked to children’s total learning. The greater parent
involvement in children’s learning positively affects the
school performance including higher academic achievement
[18]. Parents believe that three to six is the right age for
the child to receive preschool education as the child is able
to understand things well [19]. In his analysis [20] on
Exploring Parental Perceptions and Preferences revealed
that some parents in Turkey considered play like the way
of learning in pre-school education. It also shows that
parents see play as an important daily routine and most
important for them to play with their children every day.
Across the globe, researchers gathered data to determine
parents’ views and beliefs about preschool.
In Turkey, [21] interviewed 35 parents whose children
attended private preschool institutions to seek their
views about early childhood education. Four themes
focused; the importance of preschool, the age of
preschool, characteristics of preschool institutions, and
the expectations of parents. Şahin argued that the majority
of the parents believed preschool improved their
child’s social skills and understood the characteristics of
preschool programs. They did not find a reliable view of
the age at which a child should start preschool. Also,
the study suggested that further research is needed to
determine parent views about both private and public
preschool programs. A qualitative study by [22] examined
the relationship between parent and child characteristics,
such as the parents’ level of education as it related to
children's literacy interest. Parents in this study indicated
they wanted their children to succeed in school and
to exhibit positive social behaviours. Parents of 61
pre-schoolers from predominately low-income families
who were enrolled in the local preschool reported their
expectations of preschool. Parents' expectation of their
child's achievement in school significantly correlated with
their child’s literacy interest.
[23] revealed that parental beliefs about children's
literacy motivation are related to their literacy practices at
home. A sample of 315 parents of preschool-aged children
participated in this qualitative study. The results revealed
that parental perceptions of their children's literacy
motivation were significantly related to their home literacy
practices. Besides, International Journal of Research
Studies in Education (2014) revealed that parents are
important stakeholders when demanding quality childcare
services and it show that it is necessary for the parents’
to be involved in preschool education for quality
education.

perception of the importance of preschool education? (3)
What can be done to improve parents’ perceptions of the
importance of preschool education? [24] stated that basic
qualitative research was used to understand the meaning
of a phenomenon for participants through interviews,
observations and document reviews. The respondent in
this study was parents, teachers, and head teachers. This
study adopted a qualitative approach which was aimed to
provide extensively a deeper understanding of the
respondents. The semi structured interview was used to
collect data. Purposive sampling was employed to get the
target respondents and some criteria were involved such as
their ages, education background, occupation, religion,
living area (rural/urban), having kids in preschool or not.
The 200 respondents agreed to participate in the study and
signed informed consent, but only 180 data were analyzed
due to social disruptions that made other 20 to be
unqualified (Among the 180 qualified respondents,
parents (n=132), Teacher (n=36) while Head teachers
(12) . The data from the interview were collected using a
semi-structured interview technique. The interview
protocol was used to collect data. At first, they were three
drafts of the protocols for parents; teachers and head
teachers contained 7 to 10 open-ended questions to elicit
parents’ views about preschool education. They were
reviewed by four researchers, some questions were
removed and others were rewritten to increase their clarity.
The participants were informed about the aim of the study
and then asked whether they wanted to participate in the
study. The duration of interviews varied from 20 to 30
minutes. Data from the interview were recorded using
audio recorder and those who refuse to be recovered notetaking were used the same as data collected from
observation. Then after, Data were transcribed into word
text, coded manually, organized into themes, and analyzed
thematically following qualitative procedures of the data
analysis. The study was guided by Hoover-Dempsey and
Sandler’s Parent Involvement Model. Parent involvement
is a critical factor in children’s educational lives; therefore,
there is an interest to know much about the psychological
factors that motivate parents’ involvement practices. [25]
presented a comprehensive model from the perspective of
parents about the parent involvement process grounded in
psychological and educational research [26] which has
been empirically tested by different researchers [27].
Based on a psychological perspective, this model deals on
both specific types of parent involvement and explain why
parents choose to be involved [28]. Moreover, it also
presents how they choose specific forms of involvement,
and how parent involvement makes a difference in their
children’s education [29]
Table 1. Respondents' gender: Parents, Teachers and Head Teachers
Gender Parents

4. Data and Methodology
The current study was designed to solve the following
research questions:(1) What are the perceptions of
Rwandan parents towards the importance of preschool
education?, (2) What are the factors that influence parents’
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%

Teachers

%

Head teachers

%

Male

48

36.4

12

33.3

4

33.3

Female

84

63.6

24

66.7

8

66.7

Total

132

100

36

100

12

100
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Table 2. Parents' occupation & Pre-school Teachers and H.T Qualification

Occupation
Farmer
Business
Teacher
Public servant
Security
Urban
Rural
Total

Frequency : n=132
40
20
42
20
10
65
67
132

Percentage
30.30%
15.15%
31.80%
15.15%
7.60%
49.20%
50.80%
100%

Qualification
O' level
A' level
Diploma in ECE
No Training in ECE
Bachelor in other fields
Urban
Rural
Total

4.1. Data Quality Control
To ensure validity, the researcher used multiple sources
of information including documents analysis and interviews.
Before the interview, the researcher explained the purpose
of the study to the interviewees and the informed consent
was signed by interviewees. Data collected from the
interview were recorded and transcribed. Then they were
given back to the interviewees to check if what is written
is the same as they said. The transcripts were analyzed
after getting feedbacks from interviewees. Moreover,
content validity was employed whereby the researcher
with the help of experts read through the transcribed
responses from the interview to ensure that the responses
were answering the questions asked. Items those were not
adequate in terms of generating the required information
as per the study objectives dropped and replaced with new
ones. As for the protection of anonymity, the researchers
used pseudonyms by attributing letters to respondents
instead of their real names [30].

5. Findings and Discussions
In relation to the interview, the level of education have
impact in parents decision for children joining preschools
particularly parents from in rural area and those who were
not educated were not aware of the importance of
preschool contrary to the educated parents and those who
are in urban area were supporting preschool education to
play a remarkable change in their children’s life. parents
were required to work hand in hand with the school and
do the follow-up, since some of them were found to be
busy and forget about children’s education. During
the interview also poverty was pointed out by many
respondents to be one of the challenges that hinder them to
enrol their children. Finally, fee free preschool was highly
pointed out to be one of the best solutions since the big
problem is financial support. Involving parents in school
activities and a home visit has argued also to be the other
method to raise parent positive perceptions. The study
concluded that inculcating discipline of good manners is a
shared responsibility between the parents and the school
so that the children grow with the desired aims oriented
towards serving the wider society in the nearest future.

5.1. Parents’ Perceptions Towards the
Importance Preschool
The findings show that the decision of taking children
to preschool was based on some factors related to the

Teachers
0
20
10
3
3
16
20
36 (100%)

Head Teachers (HT)
0
2
0
0
10
5
7
12(100%)

level of education, socio-economic, residential areas and
religious beliefs of the parents. Parents with a low level of
education were not aware of the significance of preschool
in children’s development. In his study, [31] found that
the beliefs and expectations of the parents on their
children’s academic achievement were much related to the
level of their education as well as their socio-economic
factors.
Parents’ level of education affects children entering into
schools as the learned parent prepared to send their
children to school in order to get the necessary
preparations for primary education enrolment and this has
revealed positive perceptions about preschool, they are
willing to take their children on the best preschool and
fight for good foundation of their children. Those parents
were motivated by the educational background so they
were helpful to school activities. Compared to the
uneducated ones they insisted on the fact that on their age
they didn’t’ attend preschool but they were successful in
primary school, which can’t be the excuse because today
is different from the past and this was recorded by [32],
that the low level of parent education and income
apparently affects the enrolment of children and their
academic achievement.
Both [33] found that preschool has the potential to
develop some form of academic keenness skills in
children and this lay the foundation for early learning.
However, cooperation and integration with parents are
regarded as a crucial part of quality preschool education
and the creation of the most appropriate environment for
the child’s development. Parents are regarded as the first
teacher at home. With regards to parents in urban
residential areas, it was found that most of the time the
parents are busy working, they have no time to pay
attention or take care of their children, and therefore they
prepare to take their children to preschool as a place to
keep their children. This indicates that they don’t care
about any advantage from preschool, but they want where
to keep their children.
Parents in the rural residents were not aware of the
importance of preschool education to their children hence;
they don’t see any advantage to enrol their children to
preschool. One of the reasons was lack of awareness and
motivation; another is quality of education which is still
low in the rural area whereby anyone who finished
secondary school in any program is taken to teach
preschool. The findings also show that the majority of
teachers were not aware of the preschool curriculum.
These were because most of the teachers in preschool are
not qualified in teaching and were not trained about the
preschool program. Most of them are graduates from other
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field and because of lack of employment; they prefer
joining the teaching profession. There were some schools
which don’t care on the quality of teacher but care on the
cheap salary, which made the quality of education they are
giving because you give what you have, if you have
nothing then you will give nothing.
The study findings confirmed that the majority of the
teachers’ were not aware of the meaning of curriculum
and its use in preschool education, which illustrates that
they did not participate in pre-school curricula. In contrast,
some teachers were not aware of the parents’ role in
establishing the curriculum.
This could probably be because some teachers might
not have been aware that parents were expected to
participate when the pre-school curriculum was being
revised. Parents on their part most probably considered
that it was the task of the school to implement the
curriculum without consulting them.
[34] pointed out that the professionalism of
practitioners is an important criterion when choosing a
kindergartens teacher. They also stated that parents can be
assessed through interaction with good practitioners and
that could significantly contribute to the good quality of
the children and this would create an atmosphere of
children positive attitudes towards learning.

5.2. Factors Influencing Parents’ Perceptions
Towards the Importance of Preschool
The findings established that poverty was one of the
main factors that influence parents’ decisions, whereby the
parents who are aware of this importance, their children
found a home because they can’t afford preschool. The
below table show parents monthly income both in rural
and urban area.
Table 3. Parents Monthly Income
Monthly Income (RWF)

Frequency: n=132

Percentage

Less than 20000

20

15.15%

20000-39000

45

34%

40000-59000

35

26.50%

60000-79000

22

16.60%

70000+

10

7.60%

Total

132

100%

whereby, 1000rwf=1.06usd (approximately)

This was similar to what Save the Children [35]
reported as the main challenge to the children from poor
families who can’t afford the costs because preschool is
not fee-free.
Similarly, [36] reported the same observations over
Japan. [37] on their study on the socio-economic problems
affecting early childhood education in Gasabo District
which is situated in the capital city revealed that some
parents were willing to participate in educating their
children. Nevertheless, some parents were not able to pay
the charges imposed on them due to the insufficiency of
the fund.
According to Ntahombyariye & Maniragaba study in
Gakenke District which has a big part of rural area on
factors that hindered the effective implementation of early
childhood education established that parents’ involvement
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in pre-school education was low because they were
expected to pay a certain amount for tuition fee which
they were not afforded to pay.
It was observed that teaching materials were not enough
especially in public preschool where the children don’t
have the playground, toys and classroom materials. From
the interview with teachers shows that it is hard for them
to teach without materials since preschool is more of
practical and the use of different materials such toys,
flashcards, etc. from the interview teachers claimed that it
is hard for them to teach the young children without
materials, and it creates misunderstanding and confusion
to the students since preschool they learn through senses,
seeing, touching, and listening. On the other hand, this
affected highly the quality of education because of lack
of awareness on the needs of preschool children. The
findings also found some parents who are not aware of the
importance of preschool. In contrast, [38] postulated that
in Singapore, the majority of parents have positive
perception on the importance of preschool education
especially in the issue of good educational policy that can
facilitate young children to acquire basic skills. The
current study much needs to be done to raise parents’
awareness about preschool education.

5.3. Ways to Enhance Positive Perception
Towards Preschool
The findings from this study stated that apart from
parents meeting, the home visit can be a good way to
interact with parents and discuss the development of
children’s education. It can be helpful for teachers to
integrate parents in children’s education. The research by
[39] revealed that supporting families is a reasonable way
to impact children’s development positively. Findings
from the interview, teachers expect working hand in hand
with parents since parents are the first teachers. As
specified by [40], children are more successful in school
when parents have a good relationship with their
children’s teachers and are involved in the school. Regular
communication between the parent and teacher could thus
motivate children to excel in school, produce better school
attendance and improve behaviour at home and at school.
The study pointed follow up and effective communication
between parents and teachers to be very crucial in
preschool. The findings highlighted cooperation between
parents and teachers to ensure what is learnt in school can
be revised at home so that the difficult which might
happen in school can be solved through practice. The
study by [41] show that there is a need for Parents to
engage in children’s education in order to higher them in
holistic development. Awareness of the importance of
parent engagement in Singapore education issues was high
this helped the students to acquire quality education.
Similar study by [42] on parents’ perspective on the
quality of kindergarten pointed out parents’ involvement
and cooperation with practitioners to be important for the
good quality kindergarten.
The findings also show that parents who were caring,
helping to do homework, participated in school activities
had positive perceptions on the importance of preschool.
The findings also show that performance was much better
than the students who have careless parents.
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Similarly, the study conducted Gasabo district
revealed that parents delayed or didn’t understand their
responsibilities and participation at home [43]. Some
parents are found to be very busy working and don’t have
time to help their students with school works. Children’s
education needs much attention from family, school, and
community in general.
The findings related to how positive perceptions should
be improved on financial support, many people reported
fee free preschool to be one way which can raise parents
positive about preschool. The study by the New Zealand
Council for Educational Research on their first published
survey about parent views of how they experience Free
ECE. Overall, parents were highly positive about Free
ECE. Most parents accessing Free ECE have made family
savings, some considerable, and we're seeing favourable
impacts on their family finances. Some parents said Free
ECE made a difference between their child attending ECE
or not attending, others that the savings were put to use on
extra enriching activities for their child and other expenses [44].
The findings highlighted professional development of
preschool teachers to be a good way to improve teachers
capability of teaching. In the study by [45] revealed:
“enhancing capacity to offer high-quality service options,
develop strong partnerships, and increase staff
professionalism” (p. 15). Outdoor games and other practical
activities has been revealed to enhance children success
which is in agreement with a study by [46].

6. Summary
The current study revealed that some parents are not
aware of the importance of preschool, rather they take
preschool as a safe place to leave their kids. So, the
educational campaigns around the country have pointed
out to raise parents’ awareness of the importance of
preschool. The findings show that some parents realize
preschool to be important on children’s development but
some of them were not involved in school activities.
Based on the main research questions (1) What are the
perceptions of Rwandan parents towards the importance
of preschool education?, (2) What are the factors that
influence parents’ perception of the importance of
preschool education? (3) What can be done to improve
parents’ perceptions of the importance of preschool
education? We summarize the answers from the study
respondents in the below table.
Table 4. summary of answers from research key questions
Parents and the importance of Preschool education
Perception of
Propositions for
Influencing Factors
importance
improvement
discover new things
Monthly Income
Improve awareness
Develop preCommunity pressure Policy
literacy skill
Communication
Child development
Increase Facilities
skill
Early Talent
Increase Practical
Pre-school policy
detection
courses
Frequent parent &school
Child Safety
Political will
contact
Emphasis on discipline,
Do like others
Follow others
character and values

Another finding revealed that there is a huge difference
between a child who attend preschool and another who did
not attend it . This difference was seen in behaviour, social
life, achievement in class, etc. The findings revealed also
that apart from political issues, natural calamities, and
diseases; poverty (lower monthly income) is also a big
challenge whereby many schools are lack of adequate
materials, professional teachers because paying them
cannot be easy and most of the parents didn’t enrol their
children because they can’t afford. Generally, poverty is
remarkable in each and every corner. Preschool fee-free
policy, collaboration, communication, and cooperation
through a home visit and school activities between family
and school were found to raise positive perceptions of
parents.

7. Conclusion and Policy
Recommendations
The findings from this study show that 78% of all
interviewees in rural area were not aware of preschool
importance while in urban area parents were much
concerned about their kids future. In urban 95% of all
respondents agree that preschool is very necessary. For a
deeper understanding, the parents perceptions influencing
factors were discussed. A strong association between
perceptions level and parents socioeconomic status,
education background, living area (rural/urban) was found.
Preschool
fee-free
policy,
collaboration,
communication, and cooperation through a home visit and
school activities between family and school were found to
raise positive perceptions of parents towards importance
of preschool education. On another hand, It has been
found that the implementation of preschool education in
Rwanda has faced diverse challenges such as poverty
(lower monthly income), lack of adequate materials, lack
of professional teachers at preschool level etc. However,
there is no problem without a solution. Here are some
recommendations for those challenges:
a) The government should take into consideration of
preschool fee-free because poverty has found to be on the
top of issues affecting parents’ to put their kids in
preschool.
b) The study recommended awareness campaigns for
parents around the country to the importance of preschool
education.
c) Lastly, in order to have a well-educated society, the
quality of education is very important, there is a need to
train professional teachers and give them adequate
materials at preschool level.
Public school in rural has been found to have no
enough teaching material to use and as preschool plays a
big role in child development . Generally, It is highly
recommended that Preschool education has to be more
practical than being theoretical.

Limitations for the Study
The study was supposed to interview some curriculum
designers, but because of limited time and availability of
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curriculum designer and financial support, the study
wasn’t able to get data from them.
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Appendix
Dear respondent,
We are out research on Parents’ perception of the importance of preschool in Rwanda. Your point of view on the role
of preschool education. The interview is anonymous and no answers will be considered correct or wrong. All answers
will be kept strictly confidential. The results of the research will be purely for academic purpose only. we, therefore,
request you to feel free and answer as correctly and honestly as possible.
Thank you in advance for your participation and your willingness to be interviewed.
I. Background information
a. Sex:
b. Age:
c. Occupation;
d. Religion
e. Rural or Urban
f. Education level;

Interview Guide for Parents
Questions for Interview
1. Do you have kids aged between 3 to 6 years old?
2. What do you know about preschool?
3. What do you think about preschool education?
4. What was pushing you to take your kids to preschool?
5. What was your first impression after taking your kids to preschool?
6. Do you think children should attend preschool before going to primary education?
7. What were you expecting before deciding to take your kids to preschool?
8. What is your contribution as a parent to preschool education?
9. As a parent, what do you suggest to be improved in preschool education?

Interview Guide for Teachers
I. Background information
a. Sex:
b. Age:
c. Class:
d. education level:
Questions for Interview
1. Which class (es) do you teach?
2. How do you think about preschool education?
3. As a teacher, do you think children should attend preschool before going to primary education?
4. Considering student performance, do you see any difference between children who attended preschool before going
to primary and those who did not?
5. As a teacher what do you expect from parents who have kids in preschool education?
6. What do you think are the factors that influence parents to enrol or not their children in preschool?
7. What do you think can be improved in preschool education?

Interview Guide for School Administrators
I. Background information
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a. Sex:
c. School:
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b. Age:
d. Position and education:

Questions for Interview
1. How do you think about preschool education?
2. As an administrator, what do you think are the factors that influence parents to enrol or not their children in
preschool?
3. As an administrator, do you think children should attend preschool before going to primary education?
4. How do you see the preschool curriculum?
5. What do you suggest can be included in the preschool curriculum?
6. How do parents participate in school activities in your school?
7. What do you think can be improved in preschool education?
8. What can you suggest parents who have kids in preschool?
9. What can you suggest parents who don’t have kids in preschool?
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